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Dear Friends and Prayer Partners,  
 
     Tears are an amazing thing.  They come for many reasons, from 
grief to joy to simple eye irritants.  For the last few months we have 
witnessed a lot of those tears here on the islands -- for a lot of different 
reasons. 
 
     First there have been the tears of joy.  Since I last wrote to you, a 
flood of good things have happened here.  By God's grace, during the 
Philippine summer (April-May) we were able to complete three camps 
at our Santicon campsite: one for 59 kids, one for 55 youth, and our 
family camp for over 100 adults and kids.  Besides this, two other 
outside groups also used our campsite, which was a blessing.  All in all 
during the last three months I participated in seven camps, conferences, 
retreats or other special activities, six of which I either spoke at or 
helped coordinate.  At the same time we were by God's grace able to 
maintain our agricultural work and expand our radio ministry to 
include two more programs.  It was a busy Philippine summer! 
 
     Another one of the joyful tear-jerkers these past months was the baptism of Tiyo (Uncle) Ador on Easter Sunday.  It 
was at Tiyo Ador's house I held the first Bible study on San Miguel Island when I visited in 1995.  When we formally 
began the ministry in 1997, he began attending Bible studies and services regularly but never took the step to be baptized -
- until just this April. Then along with 8 others (mostly young people), he stepped forward to publicly declare his faith in 
Christ.  What a joy to witness!  Patience truly paid off! 
 
     These past months also witnessed tears of repentance.  Although our youth camp was not focused heavily on the topic 
of repentance, the element was there in the teaching as we shared about the need to get one's heart right with God and 
commit to following His plan. I was quite shocked on the last day of the camp when there was hardly a dry eye in the 
place as one after another of the youth confessed sins in their lives and chose to leave them behind to follow Jesus.  Two 
youth after the camp set aside personal plans in order to join instead our one-year internship program as well. 
 
     In the midst of the tears of joy and repentance, however, there were also tears of grief.  One of our elders and main 
church leaders, Rudy Bueno, contracted what the doctors think was a form of blood cancer, and within two months went 
from being a strong apparently healthy servant of God to just skin and bones. He died on April 26.  Rudy's unexpected 
departure left everyone in shock, and left the church with a big hole in its leadership as well. This hole has forced me to 
very sadly have to rethink my plans of turning over much of the ministry this year.  Yet in the sadness of Rudy's death, we 
have also witnessed God's grace.  Just before dying Rudy said that he had been taken to a big room by Jesus Himself and 
told that it was his.  Rudy said he didn't feel worthy of its beauty.  Rudy's last activity before falling sick was to lead a 
Bible study in the community of Salvacion, and his faithfulness has since become a huge inspiration to many.  Some 
brethren have even recommitted their lives to the Lord as a result.  So even in deep tears of sadness there can be blessing. 
 
     Tears sometimes hurt, and yet I'm finding that life is really full of them.  Jesus wept, and I believe still does as He 
looks upon a world that has strayed so far from Him and hurt itself so badly in the process.  But He also cries when He 
sees someone in the midst of all the confusion sincerely lift his or her tear-stained eyes to Him and put faith in Him.  
 
     It's that belief that keeps me going, and I really thank the Lord for those of you who through prayers, support, and other 
encouragement have helped me keep going through all the years -- and all the tears -- to keep reaching out to those on 
these islands crying out for hope. May the Lord also fill your eyes with His tears of joy as you continue to walk with Him. 
 
     Looking Up, 
 
 
     David Matthews 
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